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enter, not alone but accompanied by seven others,
more wicked than himself; and thus bring it about
that the unhappy regenerated is after Baptism [106]
in a much more pitiable state than he was before be-
ing baptized. Furthermore, experience has already
shown this need of properly catechizing before Bap-
tizing, in a country where the people are not Savage
but civilized ; not wandering, but stationary; not
abandoned, but under the watchful care of Pastors,
namely in Peru and Mexico. For at first they bap-
tized them very readily. @What happened then?
They unexpectedly found on their hands a Synagogue
of Samaritans rather than a Church of the faithful.
For these who were too soon Baptized willingly came
to Church but it was to mutter there their ancient
idolatries. They observed the appointed saints’ days,
but it was while carrying on their ancient sacrifices,
dances, and superstitions; they went to holy Com-
munion, if it was desired, but without knowing either
the Creed [107] or Confession, and emerging from
there, they went off to get drunk and to sing to the
Devil their usual sorceries. What remedy for these
evils > What cloak for these infamies? O how
those who have come since, have been obliged to toil
there where these tares might quickly and easily
have been eradicated at first, if the field had been
well ploughed before sowing it. 1 mean by observ-
ing the ancient practice of the Church in giving Bap-
tism cautiously, first having Postulants and Seekers,
then Catechumens, and at last Baptism. For the
master of all Wisdom has said very wisely: Zhkat the
carth first bringeth forth the blade, then the ear, then the
Jull corn in the car. Joseph Acosta * has very proper-
ly observed this fault, which I have mentioned above,



